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Dear Visitor, 
I am so grateful that you chose to spend your Sunday morning

visiting Frontier Church.  I understand that visiting a new

church can feel like a risk, so I want to thank you and I

sincerely hope that God rewarded you for taking that risk. I

also know that before visiting a new church you have one-

hundred questions, and after visiting a new church you

probably have one-thousand questions. I thought it might be

helpful for me to spend significant time sitting down to write

and pray about this visitor newspaper.  

Where did Frontier Church come from? Here is the short

answer: Frontier Church was planted by a church. In the

summer of 2014, after receiving God’s call to plant a church

and then quitting my job as a high school English teacher, I

began a two-year training process with Redeemer Church  in

Cedar Falls and Cedar Rapids. The first year was devoted to

pastoral training: learning to articulate & defend biblical

theology, to counsel hurting church members, and how to

make faithful & strategic decision for the local church. The

second year was devoted to church planter training: learning

to create a philosophy of ministry, to incorporate with the

state, to create bylaws, to preach sermon series, etc.  Frontier

Church was not the idea of one man or the result of a

disgruntled young man who wanted to split a local church.

Frontier Church is the result of Jesus Christ working through

one church in Cedar Falls and Cedar Rapids to plant more

gospel-centered churches in the world. And so, after a few

years of training and praying, my wife Chloe and I fell in love

with the city of Des Moines and Frontier Church launched

August 2016. The most important thing we want you to know

about our church plant is our mission statement: we exist for

the glory of Jesus & the joy of Des Moines! 

What next? You have hundreds of personal questions that

cannot be addressed by a little newspaper. But in the brief

pages that follow, we will explore what to expect on Sunday

mornings, how to belong meaningfully, and what our values,

goals, and beliefs are. After reading, maybe you have

questions about childcare or maybe you have questions

about theology. I love pastoring this church and I enjoy  
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fielding questions about this church. One church member recently told me: “You are LUCKY you get to pastor this amazing church.” Another visitor

recently told me that Frontier Church is an amazing example of what it looks like for a church to worship Christ passionately. I wholeheartedly

agree. So please reach out to me at coledeike@gmail.com because I would love to grab a cup of coffee and talk about Jesus with you.  

I look forward to your friendship! 



We love Sunday mornings. We believe that the local church

gathering is so important to the life of the believer that we aim to

keep ours as simple, faithful, and beautiful as possible. Instead of

cluttering our services with light shows and video clips that can

potentially distract us from Christ, we do these four things together: 

We preach God’s Word: The Bible is inerrant (without error),

inspired (written by God),  and  beautiful. On Sunday mornings, we

prioritize preaching that explains the Bible and exults Jesus Christ.

You will notice two values surface over and over again from our

preachers: high theology & high transparency. With the help of Jesus,

we want to teach the Biblical text clearly, accurately, and deeply

(high theology). But we also want to be transparent about how the

Biblical text has impacted our lives and challenged us to wrestle and

repent with Jesus Christ (high transparency).  

We sing songs together: Every Sunday we sing five or six worship

songs together. Our worship leaders work together with our

preachers to select songs that compliment the sermon, because we

believe preaching and singing are both worship. Our worship leaders

also have a high value of Biblical theology, and this means that they

sweat and labor to make sure that the lyrics we sing are true,

beautiful, and life-giving. Even though we are small church we sing

like a big church, so even if you can’t sing in tune we encourage you to

sing loudly.  

We practice liturgy together: This is the most surprising ingredient

in our worship services. Every Sunday morning  between worship

songs, a liturgist walks to the front of the congregation and leads us

in a confession of faith or a responsive prayer that the church

confesses together. Here are three reasons we include this practice:

1) We want to be rooted: we want to help provide deep roots for

young, unrooted Christians to help us see that we belong to a living,

historic family much older and bigger than just us. 2) We want to be
humble: the Bible has very little to say about pursuing individual

experience and very much to say about pursuing unity and counting

others as more significant than yourself. Liturgy helps humble us and

pray together with the church as one, thoughtful unified body. 3) We
want to be gospel-centered: careful selection of weekly liturgy from

historic statements of faith ensures that the gospel is taught and felt. 
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We take communion together: We believe that Jesus’ practice of communion is most helpful when it’s practiced every Sunday. Paul, in 1 Cor. 11:26,

says “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” If communion is an additional way of proclaiming the

gospel, then we want to proclaim it every week. So our communion table is set for anybody who loves Jesus Christ and wants to proclaim his gospel with

us together.  

Our Sunday mornings are alive. You will notice church members sticking around after the service just to enjoy community. You will hear babies crying

and little feet scampering around. We love our church’s children and their presence to us is a gift and a reminder that our church is growing. Our Sunday

mornings are thoughtfully and prayerfully designed, and our sincerest hope is that they help you rejoice in Jesus Christ and believe his good news! 



H O W  T O  

B E L O N G  M E A N I N G F U L L Y
We wholeheartedly believe that people can meaningfully belong to a local church.  

Church members can truly flourish in the gospel, become rooted in community, and get equipped for mission without becoming exhausted, tired,

and overworked. We want this to be your story. In an effort to achieve this, we practice church minimalism. We only do two things as a church:

Sunday Church and Everyday Church. Like we said, church minimalism. 

We enthusiastically believe that Christians are empowered to use their

time, talents, and treasures to advance the gospel more effectively

when they aren’t weighed down by one-hundred church programs.

Christians are freed to create and cultivate deep gospel friendships

with one another when the calendar isn’t populated with one-thousand

church ministries. By remaining focused on Sunday Church and

Everyday Church, our church plant can remain light on its feet.  

Without being bogged down by thousands of small tasks, without being

drowned by a sea of time commitments, our church members are free

to belong meaningfully to our church while still experiencing the time 

freedom to develop relationships and mission outside of church events. 
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Sunday Church is where we go big, and Sunday Church is our first core ministry.

One question people ask when they want to belong meaningfully to a local church is

“where do I go big?” Our answer is simple: Sunday Church. No matter how

unspectacular and ordinary our church service is, there is nothing else in the world

like sharing songs, communion, and the preaching of God’s word with God’s people.

It is wonderfully and beautifully unique. Making Sunday morning a priority  is the

most faithful, most effective, and most formative way to belong to our local church.  

Everyday Church is where we go small and where we go deep. Even though

Sunday Church is irreplaceably important to the Christian life, a healthy church

embodies more than just an event. It embodies the identity of a family. And a family

is not confined to a single day of the week or a single event on the calendar.

Christians have messy, painful, and complex struggles and wants that can only be

met by smaller expressions of the church.  

We have two. 

Community Group is where we go small and community groups are our second

core ministry. These are designed to be very simple small groups that include Bible

discussions, meals, and life together. They are led by men and women who are

trained by our local church, qualified by their love of Christ, and really love people.

The goal of community groups is to study the Bible, but also to obey the Bible’s

commands to live life together. Some community groups will even set aside

particular weeks to just hang out, throw parties, or celebrate together because

Christ rejoices when his brothers and sisters are joined together by love.  

One of the best ways to join a community group is to find somebody you get along

with and ask them which community group they belong to. If that sounds

intimidating, we want to make your visit to a community group as easy and joyful as

possible: visit and sign-up at frontierchurchdsm.com/communitygroups. 

Fighter Group is where we go deep and Fighter Groups are our third core ministry.

Fighter Groups are small, simple groups of 2-4 people of the same gender that meet

regularly to fight against sin and to fight for joy in Jesus (notice the name: fighter

groups). Think of Fighter Groups as gospel-centered accountability groups where

friends get together to go deep with one another's lives. Now, because of the highly  

relational and personal nature of Fighter Groups, we offer no online sign-up. We highly recommend finding somebody you trust and enjoy at

Frontier Church and asking them to join their Fighter Group. 

We want you to feel connected to the life of Frontier Church. From Sunday to

Saturday. So we include in the weekly rhythms of our church a few superficial ways to

remain connected to our local church that can be helpful supplements. 

For Your Week email: In every Sunday morning sermon, there are one-hundred new

questions that the preacher doesn't have the opportunity to address or solve. So these

emails include additional resources to Christian blogs, websites, and teachings that

help support Sunday morning's sermon. We highly encourage you to sign-up by visiting

 frontierchurchdsm.com/connect. 

Social Media: Frontier Church has both a Facebook and Instagram account. We utilize

these accounts by posting sermons, sermon clips, weekly encouragements, and

sometimes event reminders. You can "like" our facebook page at

facebook.com/frontierchurchdsm. You can "follow" our instagram account at

instagram.com/frontierchurchdsm. 

Giving: One of the marks of a Christian is the supernatural transformation from white-

knuckled obedience to happy giving. If Frontier Church is the family that God is calling

you to be on mission with, we hope that you will prayerfully consider giving financially

to the church.  On Sunday mornings, we have a small, wooden box next to the giving

sign in the back for cash and checks. We also have online giving set up through

GivingFire, an online donation platform uniquely created by and for church plants. You

can find our giving page at this web address: frontierchurchdsm.givingfire.com. 
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Frontier Church stands in the tradition of historic Biblical Christianity. About the Bible, this means we believe that God authored the Bible through

men without error. About God, this means we believe that God is eternal and triune: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. About the church, we believe that

the church is a spiritual family made up of all believers everywhere for all time. About salvation, we believe that God's plan of redemption was

achieved through Jesus Christ on the cross. The first and most important thing we want to be know as is a gospel church.   
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We believe that the gospel is for all of life and in all of life. The gospel is the message, means, and motive of

our sermons, communities, and lives. What does that mean? As the message of Frontier Church, you’ll hear

us talk about the gospel a lot. As the means of Frontier Church, you’ll notice we are constantly dependent on

the power of the gospel for personal transformation and growth. As the motive of Frontier Church, you’ll

learn more about the good news than good advice. We want to challenge you to ask yourself: is the message,

means, and motive of my life the gospel? 

We believe that community is where Christians learn to rejoice, repent, and remember the gospel. We aim

to give our time, talents, and treasures to big, small, and deep community. What does that mean? In short,

Frontier Church has a philosophy of ministry that acts like a philosophy of community. Our church is

organized around answering this question: how do we get people into lifelong friendships in the shape of the

gospel? We have big community (Sunday Gatherings), small community (Community Groups), and deep

community (Fighter Groups). We want to challenge you to ask yourself: what would my friendships looks

like if I committed to big, small, and deep community? 

We believe that mission is the everyday rhythm for the ordinary Christian. We seek to train, equip, and send our people to be a blessing to our city,

community, and craft. We believe that our church has a clear calling to look beyond our own immediate community to our city (where we play),

community (where we live), and crafts (where we work). So we don’t treat mission like an optional program or extracurricular activity. In very

regular ways, we want to challenge ordinary people to be a blessing in everyday contexts.  



The One-Hundred Year Plan: We want to devote the life of our church to goals that will outlast our own lifetimes. For what does it profit a

person to gain the world but leave no legacy behind? God calls us to build something far more enduring than our our own legacy: the church.

If the Lord wills, Frontier Church happily labors to embody three goals: 
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GOAL 1: WE WANT TO PLANT THE CITY’S MOST JOYFUL CHURCH 

In the Bible, God both describes and demands his people to be marked by gospel-centered joy.

Deuteronomy is a stunning example of God describing his people by their joy: “Happy are you, O Israel!

Who is like you, a people saved by the LORD.” Philippians is a remarkable example of God demanding

his people to experience joy in Him: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” It’s not the

type of joy that is undirected and aimless. That’s naïve joy. Neither is it the type of joy that can be

robbed by difficult circumstances. That’s circumstantial joy. And it’s definitely not the type of joy that is

acquired through material satisfaction. That’s superficial joy. The type of joy we want Frontier Church

to be marked by is a joy in who Jesus is and what he’s done for us. We’ll never be the biggest church in

the city. We’ll never be the smartest church in the city. But we do pray for Frontier Church to be the

most joyful church in the city! 

GOAL 3: WE WANT TO PLANT OUR GRANDCHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Our conviction is not to plant our church, but to plant our grandchildren’s church. We desire for our vision to outlive our own lifetimes, to be a

heritage church for future generations to inherit. 2 Timothy gives us a glimpse of a faith that’s time-tested: “I am reminded of your sincere

faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, dwells in you as well.” So we build to last,

and we aim our efforts and vigor towards rock-solid theology, industrial-strength structures, and vintage practices that will pass through time,

rather than imitating flimsy, fickle fads. We want our families, future kids, and lifelong friends to have a healthy church to gather and worship

with fifty years from today. And if we want to plant our grandchildren’s church, we have to plant with our grandparent’s church practices. So

Frontier Church is designed to be durable, like a good pair of working boots, sturdy. 

1 GOD'S JOY: We believe with enthusiasm that God is most glorified in us when we are most

satisfied in him. The theological jargon we use to describe this belief is Christian Hedonism.

Think about this: we all make a god out of what we enjoy most. Ultimately then, we want to

make God our God, not by suppressing our pursuit for joy, but by seeking after the greatest

joy—joy in him. By emphasizing God’s joy, we mean that our church should pursue joy, and

pursue it with all our might and vigor. Does that sound like a foreign language coming from

the church? But our hedonism is counter-cultural and Christian: we find our greatest joy only

in God. As John Calvin once wrote, “If God contains the fullness of all good things in himself  

GOAL 2: WE WANT TO PLANT A CHURCH-PLANTING CHURCH 

Three ordinary but profound words: through. the. church. Ephesians 3:10 teaches that “through the

church the manifold wisdom of God (is) made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly

places.” The God of the universe could have made his wisdom known through whatever: writing in the  

clouds, explosions in the sky, or the lives of the rich and the famous. Instead, God chooses to make his manifold wisdom, the gospel of

Jesus, known through one of the most common and ordinary instruments: the local church. Because we are committed to the gospel, we

are committed to planting churches. And we put our mission where our mouth is. We are wholeheartedly devoted to tithing 10% of our

church’s entire mission to planting new churches: 10% of our tithing, 10% of our people, and 10% of our time. 
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like an inexhaustible fountain, then nothing beyond him is to be sought by those who strive after the highest good and all the elements of

happiness.” Joy in Jesus will be the mark of our preaching, teaching, worship, and community groups. 

2 GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY: We believe with enthusiasm that God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world. His choice was

unconditional: not on the basis of foreseen faith and according to his sovereign good pleasure and will. The good news is about God’s work and

not ours, and this is what makes this news so good! We believe that through the work of the Holy Spirit, God will draw the elect to faith in Jesus.

He will graciously and effectually overcome their stubborn resistance to the gospel so that they will most assuredly and willingly believe. We

also believe that Christians will imperfectly persevere in belief and remain in the security of their salvation by grace through faith. The

theological jargon we use to describe this is Calvinism; forgive the label, but don’t miss the truth. We believe that God’s sovereignty in this

salvation does not diminish the responsibility of people. Neither does it marginalize the necessity and power of prayer and evangelism. Instead,

it reinforces and establishes them as the ordained means by which God accomplishes his ordained ends. God’s sovereignty does not make works

unnecessary; it makes them possible. God’s sovereignty is the gasoline for the fire of our responsibility. 

3 GOD'S DESIGN: We believe with enthusiasm that both men and women are together created in the divine image. Therefore, they are equal

before God as persons, with the same moral dignity and value, and have equal access to God through faith in Christ. Men and women are the

recipients of spiritual gifts designed to empower them for ministry. Yet they are wonderfully unique in their design. In the Bible, this beautiful

difference in design leads to female empowerment and male leadership. The theological jargon we use to describe this is complementarianism.

Practically, this means that both husbands and wives are responsible to God for spiritual nurture and vitality in the home. But God has given to

the man primary responsibility to lead his wife and family with the leadership and sacrificial love characterized by Jesus. This principle of male

headship should not be confused with, nor give any hint of, domineering control. Rather, it should be the contrary: the loving, tender and

nurturing care of a godly man who is under the kind and gentle authority of Jesus Christ. Practically, in the church, this means that God has called

both men and women to lead fighter groups, community groups, and Sunday teams. And yet, the office of Elder/Pastor is restricted to men, and

the calling is to lead in such a way that women flourish. The Bible teaches that men are to be the first to die on the frontlines. 
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